THE LAUNCESTON NATURALIST

Volume LIV No.6 August / September 2021

The aim of the LauncestorieldNaturalistsClubis to encouragethe study of all
aspectsof natural history andto supportthe conservationof our natural heritage
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Program:
October
Tuesdayb
Meeting - SpeakerBrianh Q. & WalkiBgthe Abels
Sundayl7

Annual GeneralMeeting at JohnSkempfield Centre(more details page?2)
Fri22to Sun24
Weekendat Mt CameronFieldStudyCentre(more details page2 & 3)
November
Tuesday?
JohnSkempMemoarial Lecture- GuestSpeaker: ToddDudley, Thedecadeof ecosystems
restoration
Fri5to Sun7
FieldWork ¢ Property south of Rosgmore details page3)
Sunday7
Communityvolunteering:d / | i idtKe/ | G O K Cl8bgiie at KingsMeadowsRivulet,
meet at 9.30ambehind KingsMeadowsHotel (more details page3)
Saturday27
Skempday- MembersDay
December
Tuesday7
MembersNight, TheYearThatWas
Saturdayll
SkempdDay¢ MembersChristmagyet-together
Saturdayl8
FieldTrip ¢ Arthurs Lake/Plateaufor Wildflowers with APSTmembers

For further program details visit https://w ww.Ifnc.org.au/ meetings.htm
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AGMinformation

The2021 AnnualGeneralMeeting of the LauncestoriieldNaturalistsClubwill be held at the John
SkempFieldCentre Myrtle Bank,on Sundayl 7th October,commencingat 11am Thepurposeof
this meetingisto presentreports, elect office bearersand committee nominationsfor the
positionsof PresidentVicePresident Secretary Treasureandx3 Committeemembers and
confirmthe annualsubscription.

Membersare remindedthat they shouldnot attend the AGMif they are experieningany
symptomsof COVID1S%uchasarunnynose,persistentcough,shortnessof breath, elevated
temperature,or anyother flue like symptoms 28 memberscanbe seatedin the Centre
maintainingthe 2sqgmetre rule, exceptmembersof one householdmaysit together.

Wedo askthat you phoneinto the JohnSkempdg~ieldCentreon 63993361to adviseyour
apology.

TheCommitteewill provide cold meatsand saladsandhot drinks.It would be appreciatedif
memberscould bringalongcakesslicesor des®rtsto sharefollowingour lunch.

YearThatWas2021¢ sendinfo to newsletter@Ifnc.org.au

| would be pleasedto receiveimagesthat youwould be willing to sharefrom field trips and
Skempgaysto includein the presentationfor 2021at the lastgeneralmeetingof the yearin
December. Memberswho provideimageswill be acknowledgedThanksin advance Karen

WeekendExcursiorg Fri22to Sun24 October- Mt CameronFieldStudyCentre

Thecentrewill be availableto usfrom Fridaynight. Costto stayeachnightis $25per personin the
two bunkrooms.Mike Douglaswill be leadinguson excursiongrom the centre.Pleasdet us
knowwho will be attendingthough bookingis not essential Pleasealsolet me know of anyspecial
interestsfor the areathat youwould like to cover.

Wewill needto bringour own beddingand pillows,asthey only provide mattressesBring
alonganyfood anddrinksyou requirefor the weekendasthere are no cornershopsin the
immediatearea.

Memberswho wishto comeonly for the walk on Saturdaywill needto allow a traveltime of
approximately2 hoursfrom Launcestorto meetup at the field centreby 10:00amfor a walk
startingat 10:30 on the WhaleRocktrack. Mike DougladJTASecturerandfield naturalistwill lead
usonthe walkin granitecountryaswe take in the botanyandthe geomorphologyof the area
nearto the Mt CamerorFieldCentre.On Saturdaynight we cansharea meattime and perhaps
somephotos,film or impromptutalks.We are hopingthat ScottsdaldocalsCraigand Debbie
Searlecanjoin uson Sundaymorning Craigwill talk to usaboutthe arrangementdor off grid
servicesat the Centreand Debbiewill showusthe local faung orchidsand other plantsthat we
expectto seein flower at that time. If more detailsrequired,contactHelenviaemail at
program@l|fnc.org.au

Tom Treloggerhasprovidedthe followingdirectionto the Mt CamerorFieldStudyGCentre, which
he wasgivenby the North EasternFieldNaturalistsClub. Tomsaidhe hadno problemgettingto
the destinationwith thesedirections.

FromBridport, travel towards Gladstoneon the WaterhouseRoad About half an hour alongthat
roadthe surfacechangedo gravel,coincidingwith the BancaRoadjunction. Donot turn down
thisroad, continueon towardsGladstone.
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After 8.5kmof gravelroad, turn right onto
the Old Port Road Thisroadis not sign
postedbut there maybe temporarysigns
attachedto the fencesaying¥ C ASfuflyR Z‘

/ Sy (iTha%eld.8kmalongthis road 4 %
without turning off. Youwill cometo aY &
junction. Turnleft at that point andtravel s
afurther 3.6kmto the boomgates Once  JEF= _,J,.-"t"
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FieldWork Opportunity - Fri5to Sun7 Novemberg Propertysouth of Ross

KerryBridlehasnotified us of anupcomingBioBlitzto be held at a property southeastof Ross
overthe weekend5-7th November We areinvited to attend on anyone or all of the days.
Shearerstuartersand campingwill be availablefor accommodationThisis an exciting
opportunity to havea closelook over somenewterritory andour field naturalia Gs®l&swill be
invaluablein the task.Emailnotice of yourinterestby 15th Octto kerrybridle22@gmail.com

CommunityCleanUp Event- Sunday7 November- Catchit in the Catchment

TheClubhasagainregisteredto supportthis worthwhile activity run by TamarNaturalResource
Management.TheclubQ éeanupsite is alongthe KingsMeadowsRivulet. Thoseinterestedshould
meetin the carparkbehindKingsMeadowsHotelfor a 9.30amstart.

We will provideyouwith a hi-visvest,collectionbagsand a pick-up stickif required.Please
bring your own waterproof gloves,andbe sunsafewith a hat andsunscreen.

If youwould like further information, pleasecontact ClaireManning0400969 694 AH

SkempsReport¢ Augustto September2021

Thankdo Andrew,Bernadette,Caitlin,Jeff,Karen,Prue,Robmanyof the usualtaskshavebeen
completed,includingreplacingthe gasbottle, cutting, splittingand movingof firewood, updating
library list, replacingconsumablan the Centre,gatheringof kindling,cleaningof Centre,a check
of the Assetd.istfor the annualAudit, sharpeningof the chainsaw,
removingfoxgloveseedlingsandthistle, clearingof manyof the
nature trails andrakingthe driveway(morethan oncedueto the
numberof windy daysover this period). Unusualasksinclude
cleaingthe accumulateddebrisoff the roof of the water tank shed,
further removalof FederationCorridorfencingmaterials,making
more stepson the Looptrack, poisoring of grassand slashng of
brackenin siteschosenfor the Acacigplanting,installationof a wire
fencewith farm gatearoundthe Telstrapillar nearthe driveway,
plugholes(drain)in bunkroomsand anotherin the NW corner
ceilingareaof the mainroom and coverfloor of woodshedwith
corrugatediron to better preservethe firewood.

| gaveup on repairsto aleakingtap nearthe FederationCorridor
andjustblockedoff the outlet thoughl had more successepairingthe vacuumcleanerandit was
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usedsoonafter in the Centre.Therewasa breakin at the poisonshedwith the bolt damagedand
the locktaken, andalthoughan attempt to enter the barnwasunsuccessfuthe lockwas
damaged] wasableto repairthe barnlockandfound a suitablebolt for the poisonshedand
installedit. Nothingappearsto havebeenstolenandaW5 ! hv@f@nhasbeenaddedto warn of
the hazardoushemicalkeptthere. After muchwork by Jeffand |, we gaveup trying to rescuea
bird trappedin the wall of the northern smallbedroomand left the sheetingoff to reducethe
chanceof it smelling.

Karen hasled amajortaskof tldylng up at the backof the Centre, aroundthe containershed

& & andthe areabehindthe barnandtheseplacesare
lookingmuchbetter with usefulmaterialsbetter stored
for the future.

Robdoesan
amazingob splitting
wood andhe also
helpedto digthe extra
holesreadyfor our
Acacigplanting.He
pointed out that these
neededto be either
deeperor the bottoms
loosenedto helpthe plantstakeroot andthen startedthe task
with the crow bar, includingworkingon the holesalreadydugby
Prueandotherson a Skemp®ay.Twoof thesegroupplantings
are fencedoff with a singlefencearoundthe 3 treesandafarm
gateinstalled.Afarm gate consistsof havingthe last sectionof
the fenceloosewith awoodenstakeon the looseendto keepit straight. Thissectionof the fence
canbe quicklyopenedor closedto allow easyaccess.

| Awattle growingtoo closeto the Centrewas
removedandwe all pitchedin for the cleanupwhich
includedcartingawaythe rubbishor cuttingit into
firewood. Therubbishfrom this tree and manyother
cleanupshavebeenplacedin anumberof piles
aroundthe property andthesewere recentlyburnt
beforefire restrictionswere expected.

OnAugust10", we hosteda groupof mostly
overseasstudentsfrom UTASJoingvolunteerduty.
Ledby Bernadette four went with their supervisor
Vanessaaswell asCaitlinandKarento clearthe Tyre
Trackof foxglove while Jeffandl took fourto. 2 6 Qa
Bogto removetree guards.Vanessdold usthat manyof the studentshad grownup in big cities
andhadneverexperiencedeingin the bushbefore,sothe leechesfungiandfernswere all new
to them. Thankgo Vanessave mayhaveformeda new partnershipandshekindly gaveusthe
plierspurchasel for this volunteerday.

If youcanhelpon future Tuesdayspleasecontactme. NoelManning

New Members
A bigwelcometo new membersMonique CasefFayGoold,SarahTrousdaleand AndrewSmith
We look forward to you attendingour meetings field trips and Skempdays.
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FieldTrip ¢ SundayAugustl ¢ Beachcombingt EastBeach LowHead

Ona cool,windy daymembersarrivedat EastBeachovera 60 minute period. Earlyarrivals
walkedto the rockyareabehindthe golf coursewhere we havebeenconductingrockpoolsurveys
for acoupleof years.With alow tide it waseasyto moveabouton the flat rockyareaandthe
largerrocks.It wasnoted that the surveyareadid not havemuchin the way of seashordife in it
thoughwe did seeNeptune® necklacenerites greenalgaeandred anemones.

Joiningater arrivals,we all walkedalongthe hightide line whichin placeswasa foot or more
deepwith seagrassesind other marinelife followingaveryhightide or stormevent Herewe
found manyvarietiesof marineplant life, seasquirts,anemoneshellsand cuttlefish,and sea
spongesof manyshapescolourandsizes We alsofound piecesof glassof differing colours
smoothedto anopaquestonelike shapefrom manyyearstumblingin the ocean.

We walkedasfar asCimitiereCreekwhichwasflowing out overthe sea shoreandwastoo
deepto cross Thiswasunusualasin previousvisitsthe mouth of the creekwasblockedby a
sandbarandwe couldeasilycrossandwalk further on.

We ate lunchin the sanddunesby the creekout of the wind before headingbackalongthe
beachnotingthe progressiveehangesin rock size We alsopickedup rubbishwhichfilled a large
bag. Averyenjoyabledayin the sun

5

Kelp and Caulerpasp Seasquirt



FieldTrip ¢ SaturdayAugust7 ¢ GPSand Appsinstruction ¢ TrevallynReserve

Thankyouto RoySkabdor organisinghis interestingfield trip at the HooHooHut in the
TrevallynReserveandfor arrangingour instructor DavidWaters. Davidshowedushow to useGPS
and map programson our smartphonesfor navigation In preparationfor the exerciseve
downloaded AvenzaViapsand alsoa map of the areapurchasedrom the appropriateAppstore.

Hethen handedout preparedsetsof instructionswith a mapthen showedushow to usethese
to navigate to a givenpoint. Eachindividualor pairthen hadto locatean objectplantedearlierby
David Thiswasnot necessarilyasyand | think he hadto assistearlyeveryonewith the task.
Laterhe showedushowto useour smartphoneto trackwherewe were walkingandto mark
waypointson the map. Thiswould enablethe userto retracethe journeyor return to amarked
point. Weallfoundthe later exercisereasonablyeasyto do.

With the exercisdinishedbefore lunchwe headedoff to eat before goinghome.We also
decidedto meetagainfor afollow up to the exercise.

We met the followingweekat the Skabaresidenceto do the paperwork for the exercise,
movingthe gaineddatato LISTmapThiswasdonewith limited successlue to down load
limitations on the nightthough still aninterestingand informative exerciseand | am surethat
follow up exercisewill seeusall proficientin the useof theseapps. NoelManning

FieldTrip ¢ SaturdayAugust14 ¢ TrevallynReserve; Plants

Membersmet and carpooledfor the drive from the Trevallynsideof the CataractGorgeReserve
to DennisonGrovein WestLauncestonywhere our walkwasto commenceHeadingdown from
the carpark.the walkwaywasin verygoodconditionconsideringhe rain from the previous
weeks.We zigzaggeddown the sideof the gullyabovethe river comingout on the DuckReach
Trailat alargeviewingplatform where we could seethe ragingwatersflowing down the SouthEsk
River.

It washerethat Royexplainedthat there were about 30 list threated specief plantsin the
CataractGorgeand of these,eight speciesvere regularlyinundatedduringflood events.He noted
that theseplantscontinuedto be foundin the river bed and had alreadyenduredeightfloods this
year,whichhadbeenparticularlywet.

Wewalkedslowlyalongthe DuckReachTrailtowardsthe FirstBasinwhere Prueheardan
Olivewhistlerand a FantailCuckooand Fairywrenscouldbe seenflitting from tree to tree. The
walkwaywasvery muddyin patchesandhada lot of foot traffic, possiblydueto it beingone of
the few sunnydaysthis week.

We alsonoted passionfruitvinesgrowingoverthe native plants,lone boneseedlants(1in
flower) with only one accessiblendremoved,foxglove(removed)deadlynightshadeandafew
thistle. Therewere mistletoe (a parasiticgrowth spreadby seed)on variousbushesand other
plantswith afasciationwhich canoccuron anyplant andin this case wascharacterisedy a
changein the stem. Roypointed out the differencebetweensilver(Acaciadealbatawith single
raisedglandat baseof eachpinnaepair) and blackwattle (A. mearnsiiwith two glandsoccurring
irregularlybetweeneachpinnaepair) with Noeleventuallyfinding a blackwattle.

At the suspensiorbridgewe crossedo the other sideandwalkeddown the approachto the
walkwayacrosghe FirstBasinwhichwasunderwater.HereRoypointed out Epacrieexsertaand
Micrantheumhexandrumwhichwere both in flower.



Wereturnedto the carparkon the Trevallynsideand carpooledbackto WestLauncestorio
collectthe other vehicles.Thefive memberswho stayedon to havetheir lunchsawa White-
belliedseaeagleanda Brownfalconsoaringthe thermalsoverhead.

Anenjoyabledayout in the sunshineThanksmustgoto RoySkabowho pointed out andtold
usmore aboutsomeof the plantson the way. KarenManning

Flora- *Acaciadealbata silverwattle; Acaciamearnsij blackwattle; Acaciamelanoxylon,
blackwood;Acaciamucronatg caterpillarwattle; Allocasuarinaverticillata, droopingsheoak;
Astrolomahumifusum native cranberry;Bedfordiasalicing Tasmaniarblanketleaf; Beyeria
viscosapinkwood;Bossiaegrostrata, creepingbossiaeaBulbinebulbosa bulbinelily; Bursaria
spinosa pricklybox; Cassiniaaculeatg dollybush;Cassythanelantha largedodderlaurel;
Chrysocephalursp.,everlastingdaisy;* Clematisaristata, mountainclematis;Coprosma
quadrifida,native currant; * Correareflexa commoncorrea;Dodonaeaviscosahopbush;*Epacris
exsertg southeskheath; Exocarpogupressiformiscommonnative-cherry; Gonocarpusp.,
raspwort;Hakeamicrocarpa needlebush;Hibbertiariparia, erectguineaflower; Linummarginale
wild flax; Lomatiatinctoria, guitar plant; * Micrantheumhexandrumriver trident bush Notelaea
ligustrina,native olive; Oleariaphlogopappagdusty daisybushOxalisperennansnative oxalis;
Ozothamnusp.,everlastingoush;Pelargoniumaustrale,southernstorksbill;Pomaderrisapetala,
commondogwood Prostantherdasianthos Christmasnintbush; Prostantherarotundifolia,
roundleafmintbush; Spyridiunulicinum,scenteddusty miller; * Stackhousianonogyna forest
candles *=in flower

Birds- Cacomantiglabelliformis fan-tailed cuckoo;Falcoberigora, brown falcon;Haliaeetus
leucogasterwhite belliedseaeagle;Maluruscyaneussuperbfairy-wren; Pachycephalalivacea
olivewhistler

Fauna- Thylogalebillardierii Tasmaniarpademelon

Fern - Adiantumaethiopicum commonmaidenhair;Aspleniunflabellifolium necklacefern;
Cheilantheswustrotenuifolig resurrectionfern

Grass- Themedariandra, kangaroograssDianellarevoluta spreadinglax-lily; Lepidospermap.,
sword-sedgeLomandraongifolia, sagg;Pteridiumesculentumaustralbracken
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Stackhousiamonogyna,forest candle Trametesversicolor

Workshop¢ SaturdayAugust21 ¢ EucalyptiD

Thisworkshopwasrun by ThreatenedPlantsTasmanigTPTfor membersof the publicwho were
interestedin identifyingEucalyptswith sevenmembersfrom the club participating.Our
instructor, Mark Wapstra startedwith a PowerPoinfpresentationwhichcoveredmanyof the
aspectgo be consideredvhenmakingan identification,and alsodiscussedhe problemsdueto
the lackof bud, fruits or juvenileleaveswhich may makedecisionsalmostimpossible.

We then set up in groupsof 4 ¢ 6 and usingthe Eucalyptuskey providedworked through the
stepsto identifya I NBa@pleswhichwere either pressedor freshspecimers. We hadto keepin
mind someanomaliegrovidedin the information earlierwhich could alsohelp usthroughthe key.

Ourgroupmanagedo identify all the sampleghat we collectedwith the lastsamplebeing
the mostdifficult. Followinglunch
we visitedthe nativegardenat the
WindsorCentreandhada leisurely
stroll aroundthe gardentestingour
new skillsto identify the eucalypts
growingthere.

Mark Wapstraworking participants
through the key




